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Dorothy Olsen, 94, tries on her
old pilot's uniform from World
War II as she stands with a
painting of herself as one of a
thousand WASPs, Women
Airforce Service Pilots, in 1943
and 1944. She's being honored
with a Congressional Gold Medal
in March.

COURTESY OF OLSEN FAMILY
Dorothy Olsen, hanging out with
the boys. But some male
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colleagues resented the WASPs.

COURTESY OF OLSEN FAMILY
Olsen with a P-38 Lightning. She
ferried planes all over the U.S.
during World War II.

COURTESY OF MARY JEAN
STURDEVANT / COURTESY OF

MARY JEAN STURDEVANT
Mary Jean Sturdevant worked as

Local News | Pioneering women pilots of WWII get a belated honor | Seattle Times Newspaper http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/cgi-bin/PrintStory.pl?document_id=2010868497&zsection_id=20039257...

2 of 4 1/23/2010 4:14 PM



Congressional Gold Medal

The Congressional Gold Medal
— Congress' highest expression
of national appreciation for
distinguished achievements and
contributions — honors
individuals, institutions or events.
The first recipients included citizens who participated in the
American Revolution, the War of 1812 and the Mexican War.

Congress later broadened the scope of the medal to include
authors, entertainers, pioneers in aeronautics and space,
explorers, lifesavers, notables in science and medicine,
athletes, humanitarians, public servants and foreign
recipients. See a complete list of honorees at
seattletimes.com.

Office of the Clerk of the U.S. House of Representatives

WASPs from Washington

These women will receive the
Congressional Gold Medal:

a ground-school instructor at 21
and taught thousands of men to
fly. When she joined the WASPs,
she finally got the flying time she
coveted.
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Sturdevant in her Spanaway
home, where she's lived for 40
years. She survived a near-fatal
air crash.
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